STRUGGLE OF EMPIRE AND PAPACY.

Henry and Gregory already mistrusted each other:
after this decree war was inevitable. The Pope cited his
opponent to appear and be judged at Rome for his vices
and misgovernment The Emperor & replied by con-
voking a synod, which deposed and insulted Gregory.
At once the dauntless monk pronounced Henry excom-
municate, and fixed a day on which, if still unrepentant,
he should cease to reign. Supported by his own princes,
the monarch might have defied a command backed by no
external force; but the Saxons, never contented since the
first place had passed from their own dukes to the Fran-
conians, only waited the signal to burst into a new revolt,
whilst through all Germany the Emperor's tyranny and
irregularities of life had sown the seeds of disaffection.
Shunned, betrayed, threatened, he rushed into what
seemed the only course left, and Canosa saw Europe's
mightiest prince, titular lord of the world, a suppliant be-
fore the successor of the Apostle. Henry soon found
that his humiliation had not served him; driven back into
opposition, he defied Gregory anew, set up an anti-pope,
overthrew the rival whom his rebellious subjects had
raised, and maintained to the end of his sad and chequered
life a power often depressed but never destroyed. Never-
theless had all other humiliation been spared, that one
scene in the yard of the Countess Matilda's castle, an
imperial penitent standing barefoot and woollen-frocked
on the snow three days and nights, till the priest who sat
within should admit and absolve him, was enough to mark
a decisive change, and inflict an irretrievable disgrace on
the crown so abased. Its wearer could no more, with the
same lofty confidence, claim to be the highest power on

s Strictly speaking, Henry was at
this lime only king ol" the Romans:

he was  not crowned Emperor at
Rome till 1084.
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